
CITY OF STATESVILLE STORMWATER ADVISORY COMMISSION MEETING – MAY 16, 2018 
CITY HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 12:00 P.M. 

STATESVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 
 
Members present:  Mary Katherine Harbin, Jim Lawton, Chad Lackey, Steve Knight, Daniel Pope, 

David Reese, Phillip Myers 
Members absent: Arthur Peacock, Frederick Foster, Brian Long 
 
Council present: None 
 
Staff present:    Derek Slocum, April Nesbit, Nancy Davis 
 
Others:   Doug Jewell – Jewell Engineering Consultants, Lori Brown 
 
Call to Order 
Slocum called the meeting to order and introduced Lori Brown.  She is a citizen of Statesville that is at 
the meeting to observe and offer input.   
 
Old Business 
Slocum discussed the Stormwater/City Council workshop that was held on May 7, 2018.  He and Jewell 
have a meeting with Mayor Kutteh and City Manager Lynn Smyth on May 30, 2018 to discuss options 
that will be presented to Council and obtain feedback before the July workshop. 
 
Discuss submitting a survey to Council asking for their input and questions 
Jewell stated that they need to be prepared at the next presentation to City Council.  We do not want 
any surprises or to be blindsided by any questions that arise.  He asked the committee if they thought it 
would be helpful to compile a survey of 8-10 questions for Council to answer to elicit any stumbling 
blocks or issues they may have that would keep them from supporting the project.  Harbin asked if it 
needs to be a survey or open ended questions because a survey ‘just sounds bulky.’  Reese stated that 
we must have questions to speak to their concerns.  Lawton stated that is just needs to be something 
that lets them know that we want to be prepared to answer their questions.  Harbin stated that we 
should use a simplified format with bullet points.  Jewell stated that we can ask the Mayor to send the 
survey out. 
 
Discuss questions and issues from members of the SWAC 
Pope stated that after the meeting with Council and rereading the permit, we have huge goals and 
points that the City has to meet to stay in compliance with the NPDES permit.  There are critical 
timeframes and quite a bit of work that has to be performed.  We may need to present this in a graph or 
table format with the milestones.  The city must start reviewing stormwater construction plans in the 
fall.  Rules and regulations must be documented.  Jewell stated that there is a line item in the budget for 
a Stormwater Manager.  We will also need support staff.  In the first permit stage, Jewell stated that he 
could easily see a staff of ten.  The city cannot get by with the current staffing levels and expect to 
remain in compliance.  Reese stated that this will depend on development.  There could also be an 
increase in legal fees as the city attorney will need to be involved with agreements. 
 
Knight asked if the county building inspectors could do stormwater review.  Jewell stated that there 
could be joint components if combined with the county.  If the city runs the program, the county may 
pay the city for certain elements of the program.  We would have to submit it to the state this way.  



Slocum commented that the Iredell County has not been issued a stormwater permit at this time.  Jewell 
stated that once the county receives the mandate, we could approach them about shared and combined 
components.   
 
Slocum stated that there was discussion with various members of Council after the May 7th workshop.  
One issue is that there are over 100 tail ditches around the city creating issues with the drainage system, 
but the city does not have the staff or equipment to address the needed improvements or maintenance.  
An email was sent out over the NC stormwater list serve asking other municipalities how they handle 
stormwater issues outside of the right of way.  He received a reply from six cities.  The City of Shelby has 
a program in which the private property owner assists with the cost.  Reese stated that this would need 
to be conditional or flexible in certain instances.  We would need to measure the magnitude of impact 
to public safety.   Slocum stated that two or three of the cities that responded stated that if there is a 
drainage easement on a plat and it is if not specifically dedicated to the municipality, they will not 
conduct maintenance.    Jewell stated that in the next 2-3 years, if it is a convenience for the 
homeowner, we could have a participatory situation in which they pay a fee or percentage.  Therefore if 
the project did not qualify for the city to perform, it could be performed with homeowner assistance.  
Harbin stated that we should not pull or modify ordinances to address this situation.  Jewell stated that 
the ordinance only gives you the authority to go off of the right of way.  Slocum stated that the city 
receives requests to clean out creeks often.  The ordinance protects us from having to clean out 98 miles 
of streams.  Jewell stated that there is no need to revise the ordinance if there are no resources to fix 
the problems.  Pope stated that we must have the ability to inspect property.   
 
Discuss topics to be covered in 7/16/18 Council Workshop 
Jewell stated that we have to find out how much the city wants to take on and the level of funding.  
Nancy Davis will be helping to engage and educate the public on what the stormwater utility means and 
the benefits.  We need to find out the public concerns and/or backlash that could be political for 
Council.  We can use inserts in the utility bills and articles in the newspaper.  We will also have specific 
meeting for churches to explain and answer questions.  We may also need a special meeting for 
owners/rate payers that will have the largest bills.  Slocum stated that education is a requirement of the 
permit.  Myers stated that Doosan is aggressive and is already dealing with their storm runoff issues.  
Jewell stated that the city could implement a credit system for property owners that are addressing 
runoff on-site. 
 
Update on impervious area delineation work and development of a Stormwater Utility Master 
Account File 
Jewell stated that in setting the ERU square footage, our first pass was at 3,150sf of impervious area as 
representing a typical single family residence.  We felt like this was too high based on others that we 
have been involved in.  His staff took a different approach and came back around 100sf less to make the 
utility ERU is 3,049sf.  He stated that he is satisfied from a technical perspective and felt like we could 
defend our findings if need be.  In the overall development of the master account file, we found that 
there is approximately 83 million square feet of impervious area on non-single family residential 
property.  His staff has 100-150 questionable properties to look at to make sure they are being 
accounted for correctly.   
 
Questions and general discussion 
Slocum stated that the next meeting would be held on June 21, 2018. 
 
The meeting was adjourned.  


